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Golden Dragon Jet Pilot and Civil Air Patrol Lieutenant Reunite

(Lebanon) – A chance meeting between two long lost high school buddies at a wedding in Georgia presented the opportunity of a lifetime for eleven local Civil Air Patrol Cadets of the Delaware Valley Squadron.

Reuniting at a wedding in Georgia, former class and baseball team mates, Lieutenant Commander Ed Zukowski of the U.S. Navy and Civil Air Patrol First Lieutenant Bill Pittenger of the Del Val Squadron quickly realized they each shared of love of aviation.  Lt. Pittenger invited LCDR Zukowski to share with the squadron’s cadets the journey of his current career as a Navy aviator and F-18 Hornet fighter pilot.

With amazing pictures and an incredible story to tell, LCDR Zukowski’s spoke about his career path, which has included extended time in the Northern Arabian Gulf in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.   Zukowski has accrued over 2100 flight hours, of which 1800 are in the FA-18 Hornet, and 511 carrier-arrested landings on five aircraft carriers.  He has been awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (2), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (2), and various other personal and unit awards.

Despite his accomplishments, LCDR Zukowski’s remains humbled and honored to serve his country.   He enjoys speaking to organizations like the Civil Air Patrol.   One of Zukowski’s primary messages for cadets was to stay focused on their goals.   “I wasn’t an outstanding student in high school but I studied hard and did well.   I wasn’t a standout athlete, but I participated in school sports.   I always knew that I wanted to be a military aviator and my path wasn’t always a smooth one, but I stayed focused and kept my options open.“    Out of high school, door after door to his dream job were closed upon him. LCDR Zukowski never gave up and kept his options opened until he found a home with the Navy ROTC and earned his commission as an Ensign in 1993.   He earned his “Wings of Gold” and was designated a Naval Aviator in September 1996.
Zukowski and Pittenger last saw each other during their high school graduation 18 years ago but reunited while serving their country and their communities. 1Lt Pittenger owns an Internet retail company based out of Flemington, N.J. and is an active member of the Civil Air Patrol performing ground search and rescue missions for the United States Air Force.   Both Newton High School graduates credit their family upbringing and their community for their patriotism and support for community service.   

For more information about the Civil Air Patrol or the Delaware Valley Squadron please go to their website at: delval.njwg.cap.gov or contact the Squadron Commander, Captain Shannon Bingert at: shnin6@msn.com.
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