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Civil Air Patrol cadets investigate a “downed plane” during a disaster drill Saturday

TRAINING DAY

Emergency personnel stage drill in Piscataway.

By JARED KALTWASSER
STAFF WRITER

PISCATAWAY — By land and by air, local emer-
gency personnel descended on the township
Samrdaym;]llmmdmhopematwhenanm
gencyis they’ll be
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and members of Community Re-
sponse Teams from the township, Mid

Borough and South Plainfield )omed togeﬂxer
for a disaster

ting in lhedn']l were the town-
ship andpasr?runﬁliound Brook offices of Emer-
gency Management the Pbssmmown Volun-
s

township
squadsmﬁocalculSmm,who layed
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“It'saumnmgemnse said 1st Lt. Mark S.
Swanson, director of bhca.ﬁ‘ansformeNew
JersemegofdmerﬂA:rPam] “It’s not
fect.lt’sabourshownm how to in
these situations.”

The exercise started at 8 a.m. with most par-
ticipants gathering at the Possumtown Fire
House, 85 Stratton St., andana};{r]ﬁgzmnmeeung

After a quick briefing and a quick breakfast
provided by the Salvation Army, the volunteers
spread out to three mock disaster locations:
Dow Chemical, 1 River Road, the site of a mock
plane crash; Riverside Park, River Road and In-
terstate 287, where local Girl Scouts were res-
* cued from a “flooded” camp site; then back to
dreﬁrehnuse,wheretmmmembers racticed
extricating a dummy from a faux building
collapse.

Air crews in Civil Air Patrol Cessnas co-
ordinated wi groundmmstoﬁndthedjsaster

areasam‘ﬁzgle

turday’s exercises represent the new face
of the Civil Air Patrol. s
Improved technology is largely responsible

Swanson said. He said all planes
are equipped with electronic location transmit-
ters that emit a sound detectable by Civil Air Pa-
trol equipment.

_The transmitters soon will be replaced with

transmitters, which are able to send more

nonabomdoumedcrafts,mcludmgme

owner’s contact information and global posi-
tioning coordinates.

That means the Civil Air Patrol likely won't
have to be deployed on false alarms, because of-
ﬁcerscanplmnetheplanesownerbefommd
ing out the team. The GPS system also means
downed aircraft should be located more quickly.

But as Saturday was a training exercise, the
events were more about training than about
speed. Andmatw'asjustﬁnemml’atﬂmversof
Piscataway, a Girl Scout’s dad who was ecf
the “pilot and/oroo»pilot”ofﬂ'ledm plane.
Aocordmgto

help.

As he waited for the search-and-rescue team
to find him, Rivers, who works as a truck driver,
]mdcomfmmblyonamwafha bales.

“I'm working on about two hours of sleep,”
Rivers said.



